


The Town of DeWitt has worked closely in partnership with the Friends of DeWitt Parks and 
Recreation, Inc. and Syracuse Challenger Baseball Inc. to develop Carrier Park. Both of these 
organizations have been instrumental in soliciting and securing generous contributions 
from foundations, corporations, local businesses, individuals, and families. The Town of        
Dewitt has also been successful in obtaining multiple grants from state and local agencies to 
support various components of the project. 
 
For more information about Carrier Park, please email: supervisor@townofdewitt.com     
or call 315-446-3910, ext. #5. 

 
TO MAKE A DONATION: please go to: http://carrierpark.org/story/ 
Or make a check out to: Friends of DeWitt Parks & Recreation, Inc., DeWitt Town Hall,  
5400 Butternut   Drive, E. Syracuse, NY 13057, (Fed. I.D. #30-0167847) 
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Why is Carrier Park important to you? Your family? CNY businesses? 

Carrier Park is a positive, proactive economic development “engine” that’s providing economic 
strength, stability, and security for Town of DeWitt residents and businesses while also 
enhancing the quality of life and economic growth of Onondaga County and the Greater 
Central New York region. Here’s how: 

 

Carrier Park is a state-of-the-art, multi- 
sport outdoor recreational facility 
serving adults and children all across the 
Central New York region. 

 
Carrier Park also provides a “Field of 
Dreams” for special needs children, young 
adults, and their families through the 
Syracuse Challenger Baseball Program. 
 
The park was made possible by the 
extraordinarily generous donation of 20+ 
acres of land by Carrier Corporation and is 
located next to their Thompson Road 
campus. 

 
The park strengthens DeWitt’s tax 
base; Carrier Park keeps our 30+ 
hotels occupied; those busy hotels 
pay $4 million in property taxes 
each year. 

 
That $4 million in property tax dollars 
from DeWitt hotels provides $2 million 
to local schools; $1.5 million to 
Onondaga County, and $.5 million to 
the Town of DeWitt. 

 
A strong tax base strengthens the value 
of your home and makes DeWitt a highly 
desirable community for home buyers, 
businesses, and corporations. 

Of the $6 to $7 million Onondaga County 
collects in room occupancy taxes for the 
entire county, town of DeWitt hotels 
contribute $3 to $3.5 million! 

 
That means the town of DeWitt pays 
half of the total room occupancy taxes 
for the entire county; our county hotel 
tax dollars support not only DeWitt, but 
Onondaga County and the CNY region, too. 

 
Carrier Park draws tournaments from all 
over CNY and is projected to provide 
local businesses an additional $2.5 
million in economic activity (hotels, gas, 
food)…not including additional retail 
and entertainment spending! 

 
Carrier Park provides DeWitt residents a 
state-of-the-art park and recreation 
facility for adults and children, including 
those with special needs; plus, the park 
not only strengthens our tax base now, 
but will continue to do so for many 
years into the future. 
 
Over the past 15+ years our tax base 
has lost more than $100 million in 
assessed value due to the exodus of 
many large manufacturing companies. 
DeWitt’s 30+ hotels are helping to 
compensate for that shortfall; Carrier 
Park tournaments and special events 
are helping to keep those hotels busy. 

 
 

 



All this and we’ve just gotten started! As more of the park is completed, more opportunities 
for economic growth and development are possible. Carrier Park is a positive, powerful, 
productive partnership – government, taxpayers, business, and the special needs community – 
that’s serving the economic growth and quality of life of the residents of the Town of DeWitt 
DeWitt and families and businesses across CNY. 
 
Please become a part of Carrier Park today and support the fiscal strength, stability, and 
security of DeWitt and the Greater Central New York region now…and well into the future. 
 

We need you to help us build community.  
DONATE now… 

 
…to make a donation please go to: http://carrierpark.org/story/ 
Or make a check out to: Friends of DeWitt Parks & Recreation, Inc., DeWitt Town Hall,  
5400 Butternut Drive, E. Syracuse, NY 13057, (Fed. I.D. #30-0167847) 
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While creating economic strength, stability, and security for town of DeWitt residents has been 
a driving force for the development of Carrier Park, what lay at the heart of the project is the 
Syracuse Challenger Baseball program. 

 
Challenger Baseball is a Little League division that provides children with physical and 
developmental disabilities the opportunity to do something we all take for granted…play 
baseball. The special needs children of Syracuse Challenger Baseball represent one of the 
largest single districts of the Challenger Baseball program in the United States. However, until 
2016 those kids and their families did not have a “home” for their extraordinary program. 

 
In 2008, through a relationship dating back to their childhood, Town of DeWitt 
Supervisor Ed Michalenko and Syracuse Challenger Executive Director Dom Cambareri 
came together and the dream of a home for the Syracuse Challenger Baseball program 
was born. 

 
The “Field of Dreams” at Carrier Park fulfills the vision to provide the Challenger program a 
permanent home. Carrier Park is one of the first fully integrated, fully handicap accessible 
multi-sport, outdoor recreational complexes in the Central New York Region. It’s an 
extraordinary place where children and adults of all ages and abilities can play together. 

 
Key to making the dream of Carrier Park a reality has been partnership…the Town of DeWitt, 
Carrier Corporation, and Syracuse Challenger Baseball coming together to “build community.” 

 

 



 
 

How can you become a part of building community at 
Carrier Park? 

 
Your business, family, or corporation 
can make a tax deductible donation. 

 
You can sponsor/purchase 
everything from benches and 
bleachers, to turf fields and 
scoreboards. 

 
In memorium gifts – or simply 
sponsoring an area of the park in 
your family or business name – are a 
permanent way to honor a family, 
family member, or business. Plus, 
your investment is also providing 
limitless fun, learning, and growth for 
young people – and grown-ups - 
including those with special needs. 

 
Carrier Park can host your 
neighborhood, school, boy/girl 
scout troop, church, or service 
organization for a fun – or  
fundraising - event: a marathon, 
walkathon, dance-a-thon, fitness 
camp, carnival, health fair, an 

old-fashioned neighborhood or 
group family fun picnic, sports 
tournament, cook-off,  yoga 
training, casino night, bbq, kickball, 
softball or corn hole tournament, 
whatever you can imagine! (Tent 
rentals are available.) 
 
Host your neighborhood, business 
or corporate party, picnic, or sports 
event at the park. How about a fun 
rehearsal dinner or wedding venue? 
What about a bachelor, birthday, or 
anniversary party?  

 
(FYI: East Syracuse Recycling on E. Manlius St., 
next to the Thrifty Shopper just over the 
bridge in the Village of East Syracuse, will 
accept your returnables and donate the 
proceeds to Carrier Park, home of Syracuse 
Challenger Baseball, just ask for Acct. #22.) 

 
Questions? Please contact us at 
315.446.3910, ext. #5 or 
supervisor@townofdewitt.com  
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